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GENESIS OF THE “PAN-BAGRATID FAMILY FEDERATION” 
IN THE FIRST HALF OF THE 9" CENTURY! 
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In the course of the whole 8" century under the rule of Arab caliphate 
the cautious and flexible policy of Ancient Armenian naxarar (feudal) 
house of Bagratuni led to strengthening of their politic and economic 
weight and influence within the limits of Greater-Armenian lands of the 
Arab vilayet of Arminiya?. This administrative unit was finally formed in 
the very beginning of the 8" c. of territories of the three Christian prince- 
doms captured by Muslims: Armenia-Hayk‘ (Arab. Arminiya) with Duin 
(Dvin) as its capital, Albania-Atuank' (Arab. Arran) with Partaw as its 
capital and Iberia-K'art'li/Kartli (Arab. Gurzan) with T*bilisi (Tbilisi) as 
its capital. 

One can find Bagratids in literary monuments since times immemora- 
ble. In the context of the history of the Armenian empire of Tigran II the 
Great (95-55 BC) in the works by Greek and Roman writers we can find 
a military leader named Bagarat, whom the king of kings of Anterior Asia 
appointed vicar with residence in Antioch on the Orontes?. Leading spe- 
cialist in genealogy of Armenian and Georgian nobility, C. Toumanoff 
concludes that Bagratids are direct descendants of Ancient Armenian 
Eruandid (Eruanduni, anc.-Gr. 'Opóvtno) royal dynasty (6*—3* c, BC)*. 


! The authors acknowledge Saint Petersburg State University for a research grant 
5.38.283.2014. 

? See in detail Nina Garsoian, “The Arab Invasions and the Rise of the Bagratuni 
(640—884)," in The Armenian People from Ancient to Modern Times: In 2 vol., ed. Richard 
Hovannisian, 1, 126-132; Arsen Shahinyan, Armenija i strany Juznogo Kavkaza v uslovijax 
vizantijsko-iranskoj i arabskoj vlasti, 221—274. 

3 See Josef Marquart, Eransahr nach der Geographie des Pseudo-Moses Xorenac’i, 
974. 

^ See in detail Cyril Toumanoff, Studies in Christian Caucasian History, 277-354. 
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It is known for certain, that in the reign of Arsacid (ArSakuni) royal 
dynasty (52/66—428) in Greater Armenia naxarars-Bagratids hereditarily 
occupied an important position at the court — the position of a crown-layer 
(anc.-Arm. [uughp muukin [t'agadir aspet])°. In the years of the second 
Armenian uprising against Sasanians’ rule (226—651), in 482—484, a cer- 
tain Sahak Bagratuni with the title of “aspet” (lit.: “owner of a horse") 
became representative of Iranian provincial administration in Armenia 
— marzpan®. Smbat Bagratuni who was nicknamed “Khosrau-Sum” 
(mid.-Pers. Sambid Baydad Husraw-Snom — lit.: “Khosrov’s joy”) later 
occupied the position of marzpan of Hyrcania (599—607), on the southern 
coast of the Caspean Sea". 

In the 8" c. with direct support by Arab administration of Arminiya, 
Bagratids gradually began to push former influential representatives of 
high nobility, in particular Mamikoneans, out of social and political life of 
Greater- Armenian lands and secured to themselves the two main institutes 
of Armenian inner autonomy of early Middle Ages — "senior" prince 
(“iSxan”) and commander-in-chief (*sparapet"). Only in the period of 
early Arab rule, there are no clearly visible strictly demarked borders of 
expansion of sovereign rule of "senior" prince of Armenia. Besides, unlike 
pre-Arab period, when only two of Bagratids (Asot I, 685—688, and, 
maybe, his grandson Smbat I, 692—702) occupied the position of iSxan of 
Armenia, in the 8" c., on the contrary, they only in two cases yielded this 
high post to representatives of other princely houses of Greater-Armenian 
lands. 

So the list of “iSxans of Armenia” of the Arab period opens the same 
Smbat I Bagratuni (703—726) with Byzantine title of *curopalates" (from 
Latin “cura palatii" — lit.: [the one in] charge of the palace")5, and 
among his successors one can find two cousins. The first named Ašot II 
“the Blind” (732-749), the son of Vasak, the second — Sahak (753-775), 
the son of Bagarat, and in his reign, the sparapet was Smbat, the son of 
A&ot II. Finally, after the death of Sahak on April 24, 775, during the third 
anti-Arab uprising, his son, Ašot III (775—780), took this position?. 


> Arsen Shahinyan, Armenija, Azerbajdžan i Ju£nyj Kavkaz v drevnosti i srednie veka, 97. 
$ Eduard Khurshudyan, Armenija i sasanidskij Iran, 107-108. Term “marzpan” — from 
Avest. root “maraza” (lit.: “border, boundary"), and Avest. suffix “pan” (lit.: *guardian"). 

7 [bid, 94—95. 

8 The title of *curopalates" was given to Smbat Bagratuni in 703 for the anti-Arab 
uprising (in detail see Garsoian, “The Arab Invasions and the Rise of the Bagratuni,” 127— 
128 ; Shahinyan, Armenija i strany Juznogo Kavkaza, 223—230). 

? See the full list of “senior” princes of Armenia of the 8" c. in Shahinyan, Armenija 
i strany Juznogo Kavkaza, 436. 
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However, this does not mean that the position of išxan and sparapet 
in the 8" c. were heritable in the hands of Bagratids. Arab governors- 
vali of Arminiya themselves according to their will made such appoint- 
ments. However, their choice was mainly focused at the descendants of 
this Ancient Armenian noble house. Political activity of Bagratids met the 
interests of the Arab administration of Arminiya only because they opposed 
to formerly strongest naxarars of Greater Armenia, in particular to Mamiko- 
neans, who were distinguished by their anti-Arab slogans and armed upris- 
ings. So, when during the second anti-Arab uprising in Arminiya, 744—752, 
the power of “senior” prince, according to a contemporary, archimandrite 
Lewond, was usurped by the brother of the rebel leader, Grigor! — Mušeł 
Mamikonean (749—753); however, representatives of the new 'Abbasid 
(al-‘Abbastyiin) caliph dynasty (750-1258) did not agree with that. Imme- 
diately after suppression of uprising, they replaced him by the above-men- 
tioned Sahak, the son of Bagarat Bagratuni!!. 

The second non-Bagratid i$xan of Armenia was Taéat Anjewac‘i (780— 
785), who, unlike Musel Mamikonean, was appointed to this position 
from the side of Arab administration de-jure. However, it happened due 
to personal interest in his appointment of authoritative viceregent-emir 
and heir to the caliph throne— Harün bin al-Mahdi (780—786). (However, 
the sparapet in the reign of Tačat Anjewac'i was a Bagratid — Bagarat, 
the son of Sahak.)"? As a result, the rule of these two “senior” princes not 
from the house of Bagratuni did not last long: in total only 4—5 years 
each. 

From the context of “Universal History” (Quintin? [nh mhlighpulpul) 
by Armenian archimandrite of the 13 c., Vardan Barjrberdc‘i, it is obvi- 
ous that after the third anti-Arab uprising of 774—775 the son and brother 
of the killed sparapet Smbat Bagratuni — A&ot (Msaker!?) and Vasak — 
settled in the region of Tayk* (anc.-Georg. sm [Tao]) and in the gavat 
(district) of Sper (reg. Barjr Hayk*)'^. Vasak with his son Atrnerseh 
(Adarnase) settled in the fortress of Artanuj(1), in the gavar of Klarjk* 
(anc.-Georg. 3ms%xjoo [Klarjet‘i], reg. Gugark*). Aot obtained the 


10 He, by the way, in 745 temporary gained the position of sparapet. 

11 About the second Armenian anti-Arab uprising and about naxarar internecine quar- 
reling see: Garsoian, *The Arab Invasions and the Rise of the Bagratuni," 129—130; 
Shahinyan, Armenija i strany Ju£nogo Kavkaza, 247-249, 255. 

12 Shahinyan, Armenija i strany Juinogo Kavkaza, 265-267. 

13 ty. uimlilp — lit: *Meat-eater". According to N. Adontz, such a nickname could have 
appeared due to Ashot's refuse from fasting (see Nikolas Adontz, Bagratuneac' P'ark'2, 
58—59). 

1^ Mkrtich Emin, ed., Mecin Vardanay Barjrberdc‘woy Patmut'iwn tiezerakan, 112. 
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gavais of Širak and A&oc'k* (reg. Ayrarat) and region of Tayk‘, where 
he built the fortress of Ka(I)max, in which he settled with all his family". 
According to another “Universal History", written by a chronicler of the 
edge of 11™c., Asotik, “he bought off (also. — A. SH.) gavat of ArSarunik‘ 
from the family of Kamsarakan and transferred his royal court from (for- 
tress of Daruynk situated in gavat — A. SH.) Kogovit, to (the city of 
Bagaran in gavat — A. SH.) Arsarunik*"'!6, 

It appears that ASot Msaker captured the whole valley of the Axuryan 
river — the left side stream of the Middle Araxes, and united their patri- 
monial estates in the gavars of Kogovit (reg. Ayrarat) and Sper (reg. Barjr 
Hayk), in spite of the fact that the Arab-Byzantine state border went 
through the territory of Barjr Hayk, leaving Sper within the limits of vast 
Byzantine theme of Armeniac (mid-Gr. 0&ua "Apuevió&kov). The owner 
of Sper, as it seems, was the brother of ASot Msaker, sparapet of Sapuh. 
At least in 838 we see the new ruler of this gavai named ASot, who, 
according to Asolik, was the son of Sapuh Bagratuni”. 

A detailed description of migration of Bagratids into North-Western 
regions of Arminiya, in particular into Tao-Tayk' and into Klarjet‘i- 
Ktarjk‘ included by the Arab authorities into the limits of Gurzan, we, of 
course, can find in works by founders of Georgian national historiography 
of the 11" c. Here is what is said about it by JuanSer JuanSeriani in “The 
life of Vakhtang Gorgasal" (j6mg%9d9 35665565 amMasberobs): “...there 
came to him (to prince Aré'il. — A. SH.) a prince from the descendants 
of (Judean — A. SH.) prophet David named Adarnase, a nephew of Adar- 
nase the Blind by his brother, the father of whom was entwined with 
Bagratids and appointed by the Greeks to be the ruler in the region of 
Armenia. <...> At the same time several pitiaxsi'® were not let into 
Klarjet‘i. [Then one] half of them left and they occupied the rocky area 
in Tao, which was called Kalmaxi, and built there a fortress. [The second] 
half came to Kakheti to Aré‘il””. 


15 Thid, 105. 

16 Gurgen Manukian, ed., “Step‘anosi Tarawnec‘woy Asolkan Patmut‘iwn tiezerakan, " 
in Armenian Classical Authors (ACA), vol. XV : 10" Century, dir. Dr. Zaven Yegavian, 707. 
— According to N. Adontz, transferring the residence of Bragratid princes to Bagaran was 
made necessary by the new situation, which appeared due to activisation of Arab migrants 
in the regions around the fortress Daruynk': its elementary safety was lacking. (Adontz, 
Bagratuneac' P'ark'o, 59). 

17 Manukian, *Asolik", 734. 744. 

18 From mid.-Pers. pad(i)8ah (lit: «vicar»). 

19 Simon Kaukhchishvili, ed., “JuanSer JuanSeriani, C'xovreba Vaxtang Gorgaslisa,” in 
K'art'lis C'xovreba, 243. 
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An anonymous author of a “Chronicle of Kartli” (82xQ0%69 JoHomobs) 
enlisted all the xevis (districts), occupied by Adarnase Bagrationi: Klarjet‘i 
(reg. Gogarene), Artaani, Acara and SavSet‘i (reg. Mesxet‘i), Nigali 
(reg. Egrisi), Asisp‘ori (Arseac* p‘or) and Lower Tao (reg. Tayk*)?". In 
addition, in “The Life and Tale of the Bagratids” (gjbmg%9d9 cos vj495» 
dsg Amboss) by Sumbat Davit'is-je, says that Asot, the son of Adar- 
nase, "built the fortress (of Artanuji. — A. SH.) anew, and in front of the 
fortress... he built a city"?! 

N. Adontz, who studied Bagratids’ genealogy and their rise in the 9" c., 
fairly concluded that “Adarnase the Blind” in the works by Kartvelian 
writers of the 11 c. is nobody else but i$xan of Armenia, blinded by 
Mamikoneans Ašot II Bagratuni. “Adarnase, the nephew of Adarnase the 
Blind by his brother”, mentioned by the same writers is not the nephew 
but the son of ASot the Blind; he is also the Vasak from “Universal His- 
tory" by Vardan Barjrberdc‘i. In addition the big migration of Bagratids 
in the enlisted regions happened between 775 and 786 during the life of 
išxan (mt‘avari) of K‘artl‘i, Ar&'il?. Since martyrdom of the latter took 
place sometime in the first half of 7867, 785 should mark the upper 
frontier of the migration of Bagratids. 

We should mention an important note by JuanSer JuanSeriani which has 
not been paid due attention to by the researchers so far though it enables 
to define the exact date of Bagratids’ migration to the North-West. It 
precisely tells that migration of several pitiaxsi into Tao (Tayk*) hap- 
pened “in the 50* year after Qru's leaving”™*. Here caliph’s viceregent- 
emir named Marwan bin Muhammad (732—744) is meant, who in Kartve- 
lian literature is called as “Qru” (y®vy — lit.: *Deaf"). He is known for 
his punitive expedition into Iberia and then into Constantinople-dependent 
countries of Western Caucasus — into Lazika and Abkhazia”. As we man- 
aged to define precisely, his expedition took place in November-December 


20 Simon Kaukhchishvili, ed., *Matiane K'art'lisa," in K'art'lis C'xovreba, 251. 

?! Simon Kaukhchishvili, ed., “Sumbat Davit‘is-je, C'xovreba da Ucqeba Bagratoniant‘a” 
in K'art'lis C'xovreba, 377. 

2 Adontz, Bagratuneac' P‘ark‘a, 98-102. — Concerning the genealogy of Georgian 
Bagratids see Ibid, 93-125. 

233 Shahinyan, Armenija i strany Jufnogo Kavkaza, 268 (notes). 

24 Kaukhchishvili, “JuanSer JuanSeriani,” 64. 

25 [n detail see on this Simon Djanashia, “Arabebi Sak‘art‘velo%i,” in Sak‘art‘velos 
SSR mec'nierebata Akademiis Istoriis Institutis, 2 (1952): 372-376; Nikolay Berdzenishvili, 
Varlam Dondua, “Gruzinskie zemli v VII-IX vv.," in Ocerki istorii SSSR (OI SSSR): Krizis 
rabovladelceskoj sistemy i zarozdenie feodalizma na territorii SSSR (III-IX vv.), 506; 
G.A. Amichba, T.G. Papuashvili, /z istorii sovmestnoj borby gruzin i abxazov protiv 
inozemnyx zavoevatelej, 82—90. 
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732%. Consequently, the 50 year since the moment of evacuation of 
Marwan bin Muhammad from Iberia approximately fall on 782. 

Thus, almost simultaneously the bases of the two independent and at 
the same time cognate hereditary tenancies in the Northwestern regions 
of Arminiya were built up that enables us to speak about the genesis of 
“pan-Bagratid family federation". One of those is the princedom of 
Armenian Bagratids (in anc.-Armenian tradition Pugpunnniiiblilpn from 
the sing. Purgpuumnctif [Bagratuni]) with the city of Bagaran as its capital 
headed by Ašot IV, the son of sparapet Smbat, the grandson of ASot II the 
Blind. The second is the princedom of Kartvelian, to be precise, Geor- 
gianized Bagratids? (in anc.-Georgian tradition 5536s($006550 from sing. 
dsa $ombo [Bagrationi]) with the fortress of Artanuji as its capital? 
headed byASot, the son of Adarnase-Vasak, grandson of the same ASot II 
the Blind. The time of foundation of the Armenian Bagratids’ prince- 
dom is retained only in "Selection from the works of historiographers” 
(2mm pinch p h gpng ujuin Quigpuig) by the Armenian priest and historian 
of the 12" c., Samuel Anec‘i, — 251 of the Armenian era (802/3 AD)”. 


?6 Shahinyan, Armenija i strany Juznogo Kavkaza, 241. 

27 According to H. Adontz, “settled in Georgia the branch (of Bagratids. — A. SH.) 
without postponing crossed the bridge of religious discrimination..., having laid the foun- 
dation of Georgian national dynasty" (Adontz, Bagratuneac' P'ark'o, 151). 

28 This princedom was called Tao-Klarjet‘i according to the names of the two main 
parts — Greater-Armenian region of Tayk* and gavat of Ktarjk‘ (reg. Gugark*). Neverthe- 
less, local princes, having accepted the official Creed of Iberian church, titled themselves 
Kartveli (Georgian) érist'avi (anc.-Georg. 56000530), thus claiming the heritage of 
erismt'avari (anc.-Georg. 96oU80»s3»€0) of K'art'li (Kartli) of the pre-Arab period. On 
this matter even acad. N. Marr wrote: “Georgia received the two (historically Armenian. 
— A. SH.) regions" (Nikolay Marr, “Arkaun, mongolskoe nazvanie xristian v svjazi s 
voprosom ob armjanax-xalkedonitax," Bo€avtiva Xpovika, 12 (1906): 17). 

2 Arshak Ter-Mik'elian, Samueli k'ahanayi Anec‘woy hawak‘munk‘ i groc‘ patma- 
grac‘, 91. — According to A. Ter-Ghevondian, ASot could occupy this position as early 
as in 790-ies (Aram Ter-Ghevondian, “Le ‘Prince d'Arménie' a l'époque de la domination 
arabe," in Collected Articles (CA), 194). Quoting Samuel Anec‘i, he writes as well: “Mais 
Samuel d'Ani met le début de son (d’ASot. — A. SH.) gouvernement en l'an 804". The 
same is repeated by N. Garsofan (Garsoian, “The Arab Invasions and the Rise of the 
Bagratuni,” 136). Of course, Samuel Anec‘i mentions another date according to Christian 
calendar (804), but it is an erratum of the priest himself because 251 of Armenian era 
corresponds to the period between May 10, 802, and May 9, 803. We should note that 
H. Manandyan and N. Adontz, basing on the message by Asolik about the 20-years’ long 
rule of Ašot Msaker, proposed to consider 806 AD to be the date of his being appointed 
by caliph's authorities (Hakob Manandyan, Zhoghovrdakan apstambutyunnera Hayasta- 
num arabakan tirapetutyan dem, 22-23; Adontz, Bagratuneac‘ P‘ark‘a, 64—65). S. Melik- 
Bakhshyan (Stepan Melik-Bakhshyan, Hayastano VI-IX darerum, 348) repeats the same 
after them, while S. Eremyan dates the appointment of Ašot Msaker as 805 (Suren Eremyan, 
“Borba armjanskogo naroda protiv Arabskogo xalifata,” in OJ SSSR, 498). 
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Georgian scholars determine the time of foundation of Kartvelian Bagratids’ 
princedom as about 810-813°°. 

In all circumstances, we find it strange that K. Yuzbashyan is not com- 
pletely sure in ASot Msaker being a “senior” prince?'. And this is in spite 
of the fact that Catholicos-Patriarch of Syrian Jacobite church Michael I 
the Great (1166-1199) in the list of kings and princes of Armenia, enclosed 
to his vast “Chronicles”, names ASot Msaker even the first Armenian king 
(of the epoch of Bagratids)??. 

As for A&ot Bagrationi, both an anonymous Georgian chronicler and 
Sumbat Davit'is-je assure us that king of Greeks (the emperor of Byzan- 
tine) awarded him the title of *curopalates"??. As it comes from the con- 
text of “Universal History" by Vardan Barjrberdc‘i, that was Leo V the 
Armenian (813-820), and the title was awarded on the eve of the killing 
of emperor*‘. So after a hundred-year pause after establishing in the coun- 
tries of the Armenian plateau and Southern Caucasus of Arab rule the 
official Constantinople renewed the ancient practice of distribution of the 
specific in hierarchical structure of Empire titles to local princes, which 
can be regarded as a nominal establishing Byzantine sovereignty over this, 
subordinate to Caliphate, territory. 

The positions of Bagdad in Arminiya wavered even more when in 816 
a powerful anti-Islamic movement headed by Papak seized the adjacent 
vilayet of Adarbaygan (Adharbaydjan). This ethnic Persian acted with the 
slogans of restoration all over the Iranian world of the community democ- 
racy based on pre-Islamic Zoroastrian beliefs. This movement called in 
Islamic literature as “khurramites” (452 [hurramiyah])??. In connection 


30 Nikolay Berdzenishvili, Varlam Dondua, “Feodalnye knjaZestva v gruzinskix zem- 
ljax," in OJ SSSR, 511. 

31 Karen Yuzbashyan, Armjanskie gosudarstva époxi Bagratidov i Vizantija IX-XI vv., 
54. 

32 Jean-Baptist Chabot, ed. et trad., Chronique de Michel le Syrien: In 3 tomes, 3, 
appendice V, 774 et 516. 

33 See Kaukhchishvili, *Matiane K'art'lisa," 252; Kaukhchishvili, “Sumbat Davit‘is-je,” 
376. According to these authors, ASot Bagrationi had widened, by this time, his domains 
in the East up to the valley of the Ksani river. 

34 Emin, Vardan Barjrberdc‘i, 106. — It is known that Leo V died on 25 December 820. 

35 From Pers. ök’ [Horram-Dinan] (lit.: “followers of a bacchanalian religion"). 
According to witnesses, they allowed consanguineous marriages (see in detail Panteleymon 
Zhuze, “Papak i Papakizm,” in Izvestija Bakinskogo gosudarstvennogo universiteta, 1 
(1921): 204—216; Zia Buniyatov, Azerbajdžan v VII-IX vv., 230—270). In spite of this, 
Armenian princes of Siwnik' (Siunik) intermarried with Papak. After the death in 822 of 
prince Vasak of Siwnik* (Siunik), the daughter of the latter married Papak. This is told by 
both Armenian and Muslim sources (Hovhannisian, Petros, ed., “ Movsesi Kalankatuac*woy 
Patmut‘iwn Afuanic‘ a8xarhi,” in ACA, vol. XV : 10" Century, dir. Dr. Zaven Yegavian, 
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with this caliph al-Mamün (813—833), according to Arab-speaking Iranian 
al-Ja‘qubi (al-Ya‘qibi, died in 897), in 205 AH (820/1 AD) sent ‘Isa bin 
Muhammad al-Mamini to Arminiya and Adarbaygan (Adharbaydjan). 
However, in 206 AH, which ended on May 26, 822, Babak (Papak) 
defeated him’. 

In our opinion, ‘Isa was also defeated by Sahl Smbatean (i.e. Smbat’s 
son), the ruler of Sak'&. It is hinted by the message by a chronicler from 
Right-bank Arran who finished his work over “The History of the Country 
of Atuank*” (Quintin fð fot Uruhi hy uyfuup Sf) in the 10% c. — Movsés 
Dasxuranc‘i. He writes about outrages of taciks, i.e. of Arabs (in his- 
torical Greater-Armenian region of Arc‘ax/Artsakh) upon the expirary of 
270 Armenian era, that is after May 3, 822. So: “... from Partaw elite 
tacik troops marched in secret ... robbed all the gavat of Amaras, captured 
around a thousand people and settled within Mec Arank'... Then brave 
and magnificent Sahli Smbatean, prince EtanSahik, together with his brave 
brothers in the head of the army ... attacked them. Many (taciks. — A. SH.) 
were killed and others scattered, and the prisoners were freed. ..'?5. 

We should say more about the personality of Sahl Smbatean, as scien- 
tific literature gives different sometimes-controversial information about 
him. Even in the middle of the 20" c. authoritative European specialists on 
Caucasus studies N. Adontz and V. Minorsky, referring mainly to the infor- 
mation by the Georgian written sources of the 11" c. and to the fact than 
Sahl was named “Smbatean” (i.e. Smbat's son), put forward an interesting 
thesis. It involved migration of Bagratids to the North-West of Arminiya, 
into the limits of historical Albania on the Left Bank of the Middle Kura 
and into the limits of historical Arc‘ax (Artsakh) on its Right Bank*?. How- 
ever, in scientific historiography this thesis has not found wide support. 


402-403; Michael de Goeje, ed., Annales quos scripsit Abu Djafar Mohammed ibn Djarir 
at-Tabari: In 3 ser., 3, 1221). 

36 Martijn Houtsma, ed., Al-Ja‘qubi, Historiae: In 2 pars, 2, 563. 

37 He is considered the ruler of Sak‘é by the chronicler from the house of Arcruni (see 
Gevorg Ter-Vardanian, ed., “Patmut‘iwn tann Arcruneac‘,” in ACA, vol. XI : 10" Century, 
dir. Dr. Zaven Yegavian, 207). — In “Persian Geography 372 AH (982 AD)” (JW 34>) 
following the city of Sakkī (Sak‘ē) in the region of the same name mentioned is a settle- 
ment called *Sunbatman" (Vladimir Bartold, ed., Hudüd al-* Alam (Rukopis Tumanskogo), 
21 (L. 11a), 65 (L. 35a)). According to outstanding British specialist on Caucasus studies 
V. Minorsky this is nothing else but “the house of Smbat, the father of Sahl”, who settled 
in Arran (Vladimir Minorsky, “Caucasica. IV : I. Sahl ibn-Sunbat of Shakki and Arran,” 
in Bulletin of the School of Oriental (& African) Studies, vol. 15, part 3 (1953): 506). 

38 Hovhannisian, *Movses Katankatuac‘i,” 402-403. 

39 See about this in detail, Adontz, Bagratuneac‘ P‘ark‘a, 125—156; Minorsky, *Cauca- 
sica," 505-514. — Even in the second half of the 13" c. the founder of Armenian scientific 
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In connection with expansion of Bagratids in the Northeastern regions 
of Arminiya, we can find in JuanSer JuanSeriani’s works the following 
lines: “And he (Aré‘il. — A. SH.) built in the interfluve area a city-fortress 
of Nuxpato. <...> Saracens increased their power in the land of Ran. 
<...> The nephews of Adarnase (i.e. of Asot. — A. SH.) the Blind — 
three brothers who had burnt out the eyes of the brother of their father 
came from Tarawn to Sakih and settled there by the will of Aré‘il... 
<...> and settled there the three brothers up to Gulguli'"^o, 


historiography M. Chamchian considers this Sahl to be a son of Armenian sparapet Smbat 
(Bagratuni), (Mikayel Chamchian, Patmut'iwn Hayoc‘: In 3 vols, 2, 442). The same 
thought in a few decades pronounced a French specialist on Armenian studies A.-J. Saint- 
Martin (Jean Saint-Martin, Mémoires historiques et géographiques sur l'Arménie: In 
2 vols, 2, 348). It is not strange that Azerbaijani acad. Z. Buniyatov categorically denies 
the possibility of Sahl ibn Sunbat (bin Sunbat), as he named in Arab-Muslim monuments 
of historiography and geography, to be a Bagratuni. Doing this he bases on an abstract 
from “The History of the Country of Atuank*" , unpublished in classical editions, in which 
this prince is named “Sahli Smbatean from the royal family of Zarmirh” (see about him 
Hovhannisian, “Movsés Katankatuac‘i,” 408). However, long before him N. Adontz fairly 
noticed that the information about Sahl being from the family of Eransahik (AfanSahik, lit.: 
“kingling of Arran”), or Zarmihr, does not possess any scientific value. The chronicler just 
meant that Sahl was not a representative of the house of Mihrani ruling in the 7^ c. in 
princedom of Atuank* (Adontz, Bagratuneac' P'ark'2, 128). Moreover, Movsés Dasxuranc‘i 
says quoting the original sources how Mihranids eradicated all EranSahiks leaving alive 
only Zarmihr who was intermarried with this newcoming ancient Iranian family (see 
Hovhannisian, “Movsés Kalankatuac‘i,” 224—226). According to V. Minorsky, Moses 
Kalankatvats’i (Movsés Katankatuac‘i, must be Dasxuranc‘i) attributed to Sahl the title of 
*Eransahik-Aransahik" due to possible antipathy to him because in the same year or 
directly after it * Movses speaks about murder of the last Mihranid — Varaz-Trdat — from 
the side of his relative Nerseh P'ilippean". The British historian supposes that the possible 
ordering party of the murder coud have been the same Sahl (see Minorsky V, “Caucasica,” 
508—509), who later obtained the title of *eransahik" (“atanSahik”, Vladimir Minorsky, 
Istorija Sirvana i Derbenda X-XI vv., 30). From the work by Movses Dasxuranc'i it can 
be concluded that Sahl married his son Atrnerseh off to the only alive representative of 
the house of Mihrani — the daughter of killed Varaz-Trdat (Hovhannisian, “Movsés 
Katankatuac'i," 418—419). Z. Buniyatov also ascertains that Sahl ibn Sunbat (bin Sunbat) 
could not be an Armenian at all (Buniyatov, Azerbajdžan v VII-IX vv., 185—186). This, in 
spite of the fact that a prominent Arabic traveler al-Mas*üdi (appr. 896—956), who visited 
Southern Caucasus and met the king of Sakki (Sak‘é) Adarnasi bin Hamam (Atrnerséh, 
the son of Hamam, 897—943) himself directly pointed to the Armenian roots of the founder 
of his dynasty: “ čp YW Lhe» o» Le» [Sahl bin Sunbat al-Armani]" (C. Barbier de Meynard 
et Pavet de Courteille, ed. et trad., Macoudi, Les Prairies d’or, 262). Thus, we should stress 
once again that Sahl, the son of Smbat, was neither a Mihranid, nor an Araniahik, but 
by means of marriage made the power of his descendants legal in the Left-bank Albania. 
Probably, this marriage was meant by our chronicler when said how Catholikos Tér- 
Davit‘ (821—849) “blessed illegal marriage of Saki the ruler” (Hovhannisian, “Movsés 
Katankatuac‘i,” 424—425). 
40 Kaukhchishvili, “JuanSer JuanSeriani,” 243. 
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This short note proves well enough the fact of migration of several 
representatives of the Armenian Bagratids from their family estate in 
Tarawn into Arab Arran*!. Here they settled from the area of the city of 
Sak‘é (Nuxpato) on the Left Bank of the Kura in the North and up to the 
Gulguli (Meghri?) river in the South. Judging by the context, this migra- 
tion happened simultaneously with the above-mentioned migration of the 
Bagratids to the North-West of Arminiya that is not earlier than 782. Fur- 
ther, the Georgian writer says: “To one (of the three brothers. — A. SH.) 
he (Aré‘il. — A. SH.) married off [a woman] from the family of Abuxosro 
(that is Sasanians. — A. SH.), as she was a widow and had no husband, 
and presented them Cuketi together with the fortress and the castle". 

Thus, we have all the reasons to assert that the Bagratids in 780-ies 
migrated not only to Southwestern regions of Arab Gurzan, where they 
were subjected to Georgianization. They also migrated to the Western 
regions of Arab Arran, occupying the historical region “Bun a&xarh 
Atuanic‘” on the Left Bank of the Middle Kura and Arc‘ax/Artsakh 
(Xaé‘en) on its Right Bank. V. Minorsky speculates that the estates of 
the rulers of the region of Sakki (Saki/Sak‘é), which was located to the 
North of the Middle Kura, “covered also Heret‘i [in the Lower Alazani] 
and, seemingly, some regions on the south bank of the (Middle. — A. SH.) 
Kura’, that is on the right bank. 

This time Bagratids according to N. Adontz's deep belief had to be sub- 
jected to Albanization as aforetime Parthian Arsacids (around 238 BC- 
227 AD) were subjected to Armenization**, when they inthroned in 52 AD 
in the ancient kingdom of Greater Armenia. 


^! According to our definition, Arab Arràn incorporated three Greater-Armenian 
regions: Utik‘, Arc'ax/Artsakh and Siwnik*/Siunik (Arsen Shahinyan, * Arminiya Arabakan 
nahangi Sahmannern u Varchataratsqayin Bazhanumo ost Arabagir Skzbnaghbyurneri”, in 
Haigazian Armenological Review, 30 (2010): 319—328). 

? The Gulguli (Meghri) river is the left confluent of the Middle Araxes (T. Kh. Hako- 
byan, St. T. Melik-Bakhshyan, H. Kh. Barseghyan, Hayastani ev harakic shrjanneri tegha- 
nunneri bararan: In 5 vols, 3, 585). Nevertheless, V. Minorsky is wrong to consider it a 
settlement and to localize it on the Right Bank of the Middle Kura, 60 km to the west from 
the city of Ganja (Minorsky, “Caucasica,” 506). 

4 Kaukhchishvili, “JuanSer Juaneriani,” 243. — Georgian prince, historian and 
geographer Vakhushti Bagrationi (1695/6—1758) considered that Aré‘il married this 
widow off to the prince of Sakih (Saki/Sak‘é) named Adarnase (Atrnerséh). See on this 
in notes by French specialist on Georgian and Armenian studies M. Brosset to his transla- 
tion of Georgian historical works: Marie-Félicité Brosset, transl., Histoire de la Géorgie, 
251 (notes). 

44 Minorsky, Istorija Širvana i Derbenda, 36, 116—117. 

55 Adontz, Bagratuneac* P‘ark‘a, 151. 
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As V. Minorsky considers in his article "Caucasica", Sahl is a native 
of this house of Bagratuni*®. N. Adontz is absolutely right that among 
naxarar houses of Atuank' the name Smbat was never mentioned in the 
written monuments. It is known for certain that it was in the house of 
Armenian Bagratuni that this name was widely spread, and later also in 
the related to them house of Georgian Bagrationi in the form of Sumbat. 
Moreover, among the descendants of this Sahl, ruling in Atuank* in the 
9th _ first half of the 10'^ c. one can also meet Atrnerseh, Sahak, Smbat, 
Davit‘ and others whose names also earlier had never been met among 
the feudal nobility of early Medieval Albania-Aluank'. The mere name 
Sahl, as we deeply believe, is nothing else but an Arabizied form (Le) 
of Ancient Armenian name Um ul [Sahak]. 

Our conclusions are based on the fact, that *batriq Adarnasi bin Ishaq 
al-Ha&inr" (i$xan Atrnerseh, the son of Sahak of Xaé‘en) is mentioned 
in “The History of the Prophets and Kings” (34.4 |. aul [Tarth ar- 
Rusul wa al-Mulük]) by “the father of Muslim historiography” at-Tabari 
(at-Tabari, 838—923). One can find this “batriq” among the princes from 
Arran imprisoned in 855 by the ruler-vali of Arminiya Buga al-Kabir 
a&-Sarabi (852-855)". Movsés Dasxuranc‘i calls the same prince of 
Xa¢‘en son of that very Sahl who married him off to the daughter of the 
killed last Mihranid — Varaz-Trdat. (See above, in footnotes.) 

Even N. Adontz supposed to consider Sahl’s father, Smbat, one of the 
grandsons of the mentioned in the *History" by archimandrite-historian of 
the 8" c., Eewond, prince of Vaspurakan, Smbat, the son of A&ot (Bagra- 
tuni), or of the (“senior”) prince of Armenia, mentioned in the beginning 
of the article, Smbat curopalates Bagratuni?. From our side we would like 
to introduce some explications. The father of Smbat, the grandfather of 
Sahl (2Sahak), who, as we stated above in footnotes, Vakhushti Bagrationi 


46 Minorsky, *Caucasica," 508. 

47 De Goeje, at-Tabari, 3, 1416. 

48 Hovhannisian, “Movsés Katankatuac‘i,” 419. 

^ Here the scholar quotes Lewond where “sons of Smbat” are mentioned, who acted 
against i$xan of Armenia ASot (the Blind) Bagratuni (Adontz, Bagratuneac' P‘ark‘a, 125— 
128). Nevertheless, these *sons of Smbat" were, as we consider, the rebel brothers Grigor 
and Davit‘ (Shahinyan, Armenija i strany Juznogo Kavkaza, 244—245, 246—249). Let us 
suppose that among them there was a third brother named Sahl, but they were, as certified 
by Lewond, not Bagratuni, but Mamikoneans. By the way, Lewond names isxan of Armenia 
MuSet Mamikonean to be their third brother (Gevorg Ter-Vardanian, ed., *Patmabanut'iwn 
Lewonday Meci vardapeti Hayoc*...," in ACA, vol. VI : 8" Century, dir. Dr. Zaven Yega- 
vian, 812, 817—820). According to N. Adontz, only to the first thought it can seem that 
Grigor and Davit‘ are those “sons of Smbat”, but we could not find anything of the kind 
in the “History” by Lewond, and therefore do not agree with the researcher. 
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refers to as Adarnase (Atrnerséh), should be looked for among those three 
brothers who blinded in 749 their uncle — “senior” prince of Armenia 
A&ot II Bagratuni, and not earlier than in 782 being in mature age migrated 
to the neighboring Arab Arran. These brothers must have been the sons of 
Smbat curopalates, who was the son of the prince of Vaspurakan, Smbat, 
the grandson of the “senior” prince of Armenia, Asot I Bagratuni??. In 
such case, it appears that they were not nephews of ASot the Blind, as is 
said by all Georgian writers of the 11" c., but only second nephews. 

Ironically, both i$xan ASot (Msaker) Bagratuni, and erist'avi ASot 
curopalates Bagrationi ruled up to 826, However, if the former died his 
natural death and his power was inherited simultaneously by his older 
son, Bagarat (at the status of iSxan), and the youngest of his four sons, 
Smbat (at the status of sparapet), erist'avi ASot curopalates was killed. 
Sumbat Davit'is-je retained for the descendants the exact date of the ter- 
ror the victim of which was the first Bagratid’s erist'avi, ASot curopalates 
— January 29, 6830 since the Creation or in the 46" coronikon of the 
13* cycle (+780)=826 AD?!. Princely power in Tao-Klarjet‘i was inher- 
ited by the middle son of murdered Asot — Bagrat Bagrationi (826— 
881)". 

According to K. Yuzbashyan, it is impossible to restore the exact time 
when the sons of ASot Msaker began their rule??. Meanwhile in the “Uni- 
versal History" by Asotik we can read the following note: “And after him 
(i.e. ASot. — A. SH.) was Smbat, his son, called Aplabas, during 30 years. 
He spent his childhood in the captivity in Samar... at Rašti Harun (786- 
809. — A. SH.). Then, after getting free in 275 (of Armenian era, 826/7 AD. 
— A. SH.), he returned to Armenia..."5*, Smbat’s return and taking the 
office of sparapet could have taken place only after his father's death. 
According to at-Tabari (at-Tabart), Sunbat bin Ašūt (Smbat, the son of 
Ašot) nicknamed Abū al-'Abbas was captured by Buga al-Kabir and 


x 


5 Shahinyan, Armenija i strany Južnogo Kavkaza, 222 (notes). 

9! Kaukhchishvili, “Sumbat Davit'is-je," 377-378. — Coronikon (from mid.-Gr. o 
xpovoc — lit.: “time”) is one of the three chronological systems used in medieval Geor- 
gia. It is based on the 532-years’ cycle — 28 years are multiplied by the lunar cycle of 19 
years. In 780 the 13" cycle of this chronology started. 

52 M. Brosset, and later other specialists on Georgian studies lead Bagrat's ruling up to 
876 (Brosset, Histoire de la Géorgie, 265; Berdzenishvili, Dondua, “Feodalnye knjazestva 
v gruzinskix zemljax," 513). Meanwhile, Sumbat Davit'is-je defines the date of his death 
as in the 101* crownicon of the 13" cycle (+780)=881 AD. (Kaukhchishvili, “Sumbat 
Davit'is-je," 378). 

5 Yuzbashyan, Armjanskie gosudarstva époxi Bagratidov i Vizantija, 54. 

5 Manukian, “Asotik,” 707. Cf. also: Ter-Mik'elian, Samuel Anec‘i, 91. 
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taken to the new capital of the Caliphate of Samarra’ in the beginning of 
241 AH”, which came on May 22, 855. Thus, his 30-year's long ruling 
started not later than the beginning of 275 Armenian era, which came on 
May 3, 826. No doubt, the senior son of ASot Msaker, Bagarat, became 
a "senior" prince in the middle of 826. 

Ancient Armenian, Byzantine and Arab Muslim authors unanimously 
state that Bagarat Bagratuni bore the title of “prince of princes” (anc.-Arm. 
frofuiliug frrfumts [i$xanac* i$xan], mid.-Gr. ápyov tov apyóvtov, Arab. 
4a ed! Je [batriq al-batariqa])°° in the meaning of “supreme prince". 
Both foreign language (Byzantine Greek and Classical Arabic) construc- 
tions are provably a calque from Ancient Armenian language Grabar”. In 
the monuments of Ancient Georgian historical literature of the 11" c., 
where described are the events in Tao-Klarjet‘i of the late of the same 
century, we find an analogical title — "erist'avt' érist‘avi” (96obo»s30» 
j®obonsg0)°8, which is, no doubt, the same calque from Grabar. 

To our deep belief, the new title, which started to be borne in the time 
of Arab rule in Greater Armenia by its “senior” princes, is an important 
and landmark stage in the history of autonomization of the country. In spite 
of absence of differences between the terms meaning “išxan” and “iSxanac‘ 
iSxan” in the sources, the second variant, surely, was estimated as showing 
a higher position and a more honorable title. We can presume that “iSxanac‘ 
isxan” besides of meaning a real position could be also used rather in a 
titular sense. 


55 De Goeje, at-Tabari, 3, 1416. 

56 In the work by a Greater-Armenian Catholicos-historian Yovhannés V Drasxanakertc*i 
(898—929) we read “Bagarat Bagratuni... i3xan iSxanac‘” (Gevorg Ter-Vardanian, ed., 
Yovhannu Kat‘otikosi Drasxanakertc‘woy Patmit'iwn Hayoc‘ 429). In the work by Byzan- 
tine chronicler known as “Scriptores post Theophanem" — *üpyov tov apyóvcov", and 
from the context we may conclude that he speaks about Bagarat Bagratuni (Yakov Lyubar- 
sky, transl., Prodolzatel Feofana, 58). In the work by at-Tabari (at-Tabart) we read “batriq 
al-batariqa Baqrat bin Asüt" (de Goeje, at-Tabari, 3, 1408). 

57 We should note an erroneous opinion of N. Adontz that allegedly Tacat Anjewac‘i, 
mentioned in the beginning of the article, bore the title of “iSxanac‘ i$xan" (Adontz, 
Bagratuneac' P‘ark‘a, 52). At-Tabari (at-Tabart) calls him “Tazad al-Armani al-Batriq" 
(de Goeje, at-Tabari, 3, 501), but not “batriq al-batariqa". Meanwhile a prominent special- 
ist on Armenian studies calls even ASot the Blind to be i$xanac' i$xan (Adontz, Bagratu- 
neac‘ P‘ark‘a, 99). However, this i$xan of Armenia in the “History” by Lewond also gets 
only “the power of Patricia” (fpfumbiin fo fob upmnpljnid wh: [i$xanut'iwn patrkut'ean]) 
(Ter-Vardanian, ““Lewond,” 812). Such mistakes are made also by H. Manandyan, who 
calls ASot Msaker to be iSxanac‘ i$xan (Manandyan, Zhoghovrdakan apstambutyunnera 
Hayastanum arabakan tirapetutyan dem, 22—23). 

58 See Kaukhchishvili, *Matiane K'art'lisa," 265; Kaukhchishvili, “Sumbat Davit‘is-je,” 
379. 
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The suzerain rights of the Armenian Bagratids were now spread also 
on the other princedoms, ruled by the Armenian dynasts — Arcrunids 
of Vaspurakan and Siwnids of Sisakan/Siwnik‘ (Siunik). The latters 
acknowledged i$xanac' i$xan Bagarat Bagratuni as the supreme suzer- 
ain, who, according to T‘ovma Arcruni, headed the so called “Supreme 
Assembly of the Armenian princes” (“Glxaworut‘iwn barjakc'ut'iwn 
i8xanac‘ Hayoc‘”)°?. 

Thus, Bagarat Bagratuni became the first iSxanac‘ i$xan of Armenia. 
His residence seems to be located in Xlat* (reg. Tawruberan). Otherwise 
an Arab-speaking Iranian al-Beladsori (al-Baladuri, died in 892), in his 
«Book of Conquests of Lands» (oW co» ots [Kitab futüh al-buldan]) 
would not have named Bagarat, the son of ASot (Baqrat bin ASit) as 
“batriq Hilat" twice®. In the Armenian historiography, Bagarat is rightly 
considered the founder of the autonomous princedom of Bagratids of 
Tarawn, where his direct descendants would rule. This is the way of for- 
mation of the Tarawn branch of the Armenian Bagratids (Tarawnitis) and 
the first, according to T'ovma Arcruni, Armenian princedom of Tarawn*!. 
So, as he states, Bagratids of Tarawn were titled “Hayoc‘ išxan” (“Prince 
of Armenia"), 

We consider that another independent princedom was founded by 
Bagratids simultaneously in the far South of the Greater Armenia, in its 
smallest region of Mokk‘®. As a matter of fact, Syriac sources mention 
one more Bagratid named Ishaq bar ASod (Sahak, the son of ASot), who 
in 1140 (AG, i.e. 828/9 AD) fought against raids of Kurd tribes from 
Arab vilayet of (al-)Djazira® and, maybe, Mosul. It must have been a son 
of ASot Msaker who owned Greater- Armenian region of Mokk* border- 
ing Kurd-inhabited territories of Upper Mesopotamia. These assumptions 
did not fail us. A little later in the work by T'ovma Arcruni we meet a 
prince of Mokk* named Smbat Bagratuni, to whom the chronicler devoted 
a whole chapter of his work? and who seems to have become a legal 
successor of his elder brother, Sahak mentioned by Michael the Syrian. 
As a matter of fact, we do not exclude the possibility that this Smbat 


59 Ter-Vardanian, “Patmut‘iwn tann Arcruneac‘,” 141. 

60 Michael de Goeje, ed., Liber expugnationis regionum auctore Imamo Ahmed ibn 
Jahja ibn Djabir al-Beladsori, 185, 211. 

6! Ter-Vardanian, “Patmut‘iwn tann Arcruneac‘,” 243. 

€ Ibid, 231. 

$5 We should recognize that even N. Adontz put forward theory the possible appearance 
of Bagratids in Mokk' (Adontz, Bagratuneac' P‘ark‘a, 65—67). 

9* See in detail, Chabot, Michel le Syrien, 3, 508-509 et 50-52. 

65 Ter-Vardanian, *Patmut'iwn tann Arcruneac‘,” 157-166. 
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and the above-mentioned youngest son of ASot Msaker, sparapet Smbat, 
are the same person. 

Formation of another two Bagratid princedoms in Tarawn and Mokk* 
fully explains the historical fact of genesis of the title of “iSxanac‘ i8xan” 
in Greater-Armenian lands of Arminiya; it was supposed to stress the 
sovereign rights of the Armenian Bagratids represented by the “senior” 
prince Bagarat Bagratuni over these two princedoms. 

In the context of the later struggle of viceregent-emir of caliph of 
al-Mu'tasim (833-842), named al-Afsin Haydar bin Kawus al-Usrüsani 
(835-840), against the movement of khurramites we can state the fact 
of legal formalization of the “pan-Bagratid family federation” by the 
official authorities of Islamic Caliphate. 

The founders of the Arab-Muslim historiography of the edge of 9*— 
10" c. prefer to write in detail about the concluding period of social and 
heretic movement of khurramites, which shook the foundations of caliph 
rule in the Northern and Eastern vilayets of the Caliphate. They put for- 
ward the facts of failing of its center in al-Badd and the last days of Babak 
(Papak). According to one set of their data on the 9", according to another 
— on the 10" days before the end, or on the 20" day of the sacred Islamic 
month of Ramadan 222 AH (-August 26, 837), al-Badd was taken by 
the army of al-Afsin?", Nevertheless Babak (Papak) and his brother ‘Abd 
Allah managed to escape from Adarbaygan (Adharbaydjan) to Arminiya. 
So viceregent-emir sends to its batriqs (princes) the orders to seize them 
promising *a thousand of thousands of dirhams". Then the owner of 
Sakki (Saki/Sak‘é), Sahl (=Sahak) bin Sunbat (the son of Smbat), by 
deception captured Babak (Papak) at his homeland and via his son 
Mu‘awiya on the 10" of the Islamic month of Sawwal 222 AH (=Septem- 
ber 15, 837) brought him to al-Afsin. The owner of neighboring Baylaqan, 
‘Isa bin Istifanüs (Yisayi, the son of Step‘annos, nicknamed Abu Muse), 


$6 At first, after the capture of naxarars by Buga in 855, including sparapet Smbat 
Bagratuni, T‘ovma Arcruni does not recall the ruler of Mokk* named Smbat Bagratuni any 
more. Secondly, when describing the events after 855, the chronicler mentions one more 
ruler of Mokk* named Mušeł (see about him Ter-Vardanian, “Patmut‘iwn tann Arcruneac‘,” 
225, 229, 231). The same ruler of Mokk* seems to be named by him as “ter Musel, the son 
of sparapet" (Ibid, 201). 

97 Vladimir Guirgass, ed., ad-Dinaweri, Kitab al-Ahbar at-tiwal, 400; Houtsma, al- 
Ja'qubi, 2, 578; de Goeje, at-Tabari, 3, 1197; ‘Abdu’! Mu'id Khan and Sayid ‘Abdu’! 
Wahhab Bukhari, ed. Kitabu’l Futuh by Abu-Muhammad Ahmad ibn A'tham al-Kufi: In 
8 pars, 8, 345, 348. 

68 His full name by at-Tabari (at-Tabari) is written “‘Isa bin Yüsuf, known as Ibn uht 
Istifantis” (De Goeje, at-Tabari, 3, 1232). It turns out that he was a nephew (sister's son) 
of Istifanüs (Step'annos). Nevertheless, in work by Movses Dasxuranc'i Yisayi Abu Muse 
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acted the same way and seized in his estate ‘Abd Allah and sent him to 
al-Afsin®. 

At-Tabari (at-Tabari) in 223 AH (837/8 AD) writes how al-Afsin 
“ordered on behalf of the Commander of the Faithful (i.e. caliph — A. SH.) 
to give Mu'awiya a hundred thousand of dirhams, and Sahl — a thousand 
of thousands... and even the batriq's crown’”’”’. Besides, al-Kufi (al-Küfi, 
died in 926) in the “Book of conquests” (c. S CLS [Kitab al-futüh]) 
asserts that caliph al-Mu'tasim “made Sahl bin Sunbat a senior over all 
the batriqs of (Arminiya. — A. SH.)””. 

Information from Muslim historians of the early 10" c. is proved by 
the data provided by Movses Dasxuranc‘i. This local chronicler at the 
end of that century would write that in 286 Armenian era (837/8 AD) 
Sahl (=Sahak) for arresting Baban (Papak) “received from the (caliph 
— A. SH.) court... the right to rule Hayk‘, Iveria and Atuank‘ on behalf 
of the royal power"? 

From the context of cited Muslim sources one can conclude that Sahl 
(=Sahak) was awarded and crowned by the viceregent-emir immediately 
after Babak (Papak) was brought to him (on 15 September 837), followed 
by ‘Abd Allah. Comparing 223 AH (23 December 837—22 November 838) 
and 286 Armenian era (230 April 837—29 April 838), we can come to the 
following conclusion. The official appointment of Sahl (2Sahak) Bagra- 
tuni as the supreme ruler over the three princedoms belonging to Bagratids 
— Armenia-Hayk', Iberia-K ‘art‘li/Kartli and Albania-Atuank', or in other 
words, the head of the “pan-Bagratid family federation", took place in 
December (after the 3rd) 837. 

Under the next year, 287 Armenian era (838/9 AD) Movses Dasxuranc'i 
writes: *...Yovhannes — teranc‘ ter become the owner of Hayk‘, Iveria 
and Atuank‘, for the second time managed to solicit these three countries 
from the (caliph. — A. SH.) court..." ?. 

We can assume that Yovhannes is Mu'awiya mentioned by Muslim 
writers. In this case he is a son of Sahl (=Sahak). This fact is also proved 


is the cousin (the son of the uncle by his mother) of the murdered former ruler of Ba(y)- 
laqan, Step'annos Ablasad (Hovhannisian, *Movses Katankatuac‘i,” 404). 

99 Guirgass, ad-Dinaweri, 400; Houtsma, al-Ja'qubi, 2, 579; de Goeje, at-Tabari, 3, 
1221-1228; Khan, al-Kufi, 8, 345-346, 349-352. 

7 De Goeje, at-Tabari, 3, 1232. — As one of the informers of al-Kufi (al-Kifi) says, 
the crown was made of gold and cost 500 thousand dirhams (Khan, a/-Kufi, 8, 346). 

7! Khan, al-Kufi, 8, 346. 

7 Hovhannisian, *Movses Kalankatuac'i," 408. — The fact that Papak was captured 
by Sahl (=Sahak), is confirmed by the historian of the house of Arcruni (Ter-Vardanian, 
“Patmut‘iwn tann Arcruneac‘,” 207). 

7 Hovhannisian, *Movses Katankatuac‘i,” 408. 
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by epigraphic data. On a wall of St. Yakob’s monastery (in gavat of Mec 
Arank', reg. Arc'ax/Artsakh), which is in Arran, retained is the inscrip- 
tion which says: “In Armenian 302 (853/4 AD. — A. SH.) during the 
reign of Yovhanis in Atuank‘...”’”*. 

Among captured by Buga al-Kabir and imprisoned in 855 noble rep- 
resentatives from Arran we can also see Sahl (=Sahak), and his son, 
Yovhannés-Mu‘awiya, named by at-Tabari (at-Tabari) as *batriq Arran” 
(i8xan of Atuank*)?. We can conclude that Yovhannés-Mu‘awiya since 
the end of 838 at the same time headed both Atuank‘ and so-called “pan- 
Bagratid family federation", like his father in the last year of his reign. 
Thus we assume that Sahl (=Sahak) could also be titled *teranc' ter" 
(lit.: *lord of lords"), which can be estimated as equal to the already 
known title of Armenian Bagratids — “iSxanac‘ i$xan"' — because caliph 
al-Mu'tasim, as we quoted above, “made Sahl bin Sunbat a senior over 
all the batriqs of (Arminiya. — A. SH.)". 

We should note that it is the first time when we face with such a prac- 
tice when Arab administration de-jure appoints one single supreme ruler 
over the three Christian countries comprising the vilayet of Arminiya, a 
representative of local politic elite, — and sends him the corresponding 
insignia, in particular a golden crown. Therefore, in December 837 caliph 
authorities legalized the “pan-Bagratid family federation” de-facto 
formed in the early of 9" c, 

Both Muslim sources, and “The History of the Country of Atuank'" 
leave vague for us the reason of such a fast deposition of Sahl (=Sahak) 
who had rendered a great service to Arab administration when capturing 
Papak, without any exaggeration a major conspirator against the Crown, 
and must have been in full strength. (At least, our sources mention Sahl 
(=Sahak) up to his captivity by Buga in summer 855). On the other hand, 
it is clear that by the middle of 9" c. *pan-Bagratid family federation" 
was enriched by a new branch. Otherwise the list of the names of cap- 
tured in 855 Arran nobility, proposed by at-Tabari (at-Tabari), would not 
have contained “batriq Adarnasi bin Ishaq al-HaSini” (i$xan Atrnerseh, 
the son of Sahak of Xaé‘en). 

Below we provided the list of the six branches of the “pan-Bagratid 
family federation” given in chronological order with pointing out the 
main reference data on the moment of foundation, the name of the 
founder, his residence and hereditary tenancies: 


™ See Adontz, “Bagratuneac‘ P‘atk‘a,” 129. 
75 De Goeje, at-Tabari, 3, 1416. 
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1) The senior branch of the Armenian Bagratids — the founders: Asot IV 
Msaker (802—826) with the title of “išxan” and the city of Bagaran 
as his residence; his son Bagarat (826—851) with the title of “iSxanac‘ 
isxan” and the city of Xlat' as his residence. Their hereditary tenan- 
cies after 826 occupied the whole region of Ayrarat, gavats of Derjan, 
Karin and Salagom (reg. Barjr Hayk*), as well as the region of Tawru- 
beran without gavats of Aspakuneac' jor, Bznunik', Erewark', Palu- 
nik‘, Tarawn and Xoyt'. 

2) Kartvelian/Georgian branch of Bagratids — the founder: Ašot I 
(appr. 810—826) with the title of “curopalates” and the fortress of 
Artanuji as his residence. Their hereditary tenancies by 820 occupied 
the historical Greater-Armenian regions of Gugark' (anc.-Georg. 
Gogarene) and Tayk* (anc.-Georg. Tao), as well as the territories of 
the Iberian regions of Arguet‘i, Mesxet'i, Sida Kartli (K'art'li, without 
xevi Jeleti) and Egrisi. 

3) The senior branch of the Aluanian/Albanian Bagratids — the foun- 
ders: Sahl (2Sahak, 822—838); his son Yovhannes (838—855) with 
the title of “teranc‘ ter" and the city of Saki/Sak‘é as their residence. 
Their hereditary tenancies by the middle of 9" c. occupied historical 
Albania (“Bun a&xarh Atuanic‘”’). 

4) The intermediate branch of the Armenian Bagratids of Tarawn 
(Tarawnitis) — the founder: Bagarat (826—851), the elder son of ASot 
Msaker, with the title of “Hayoc‘ i3xan" and the city of Xlat' as his 
residence. Their hereditary tenancies occupied southern gavais of 
Tawruberan (Aspakuneac‘ jor, Bznunik‘, Erewark', Palunik‘, Tarawn 
and Xoyt*), eastern gavars of Cop'k* (Arsamasat/Balahovit, Patnatun, 
Ha&teank* and Xorjean), as well as the territories of gavat of Sana- 
sunk‘ (reg. Aljnik*) and gavat of Mananali (reg. Barjr Hayk‘). 

5) The junior branch of the Armenian Bagratids of Mokk* (Mokac‘i) 
— the founder: Sahak (after 826), the third son of ASot Msaker (?), 
with the fortress of Mokk* as his residence. Their hereditary tenancies 
occupied the region of the same name. 

6) The junior branch of the Atuanian/Albanian Bagratids of Xac'en — the 
founder: Atrnerseh (?—855), the son of Sahl (=Sahak), with the fortress 
of Xac'en as his residence. Their hereditary tenancies occupied central 
gavais of the historical Greater-Armenian region of Arc'ax/Artsakh 
(Berdajor, Vaykunik', Mec Arank', Parsakank' and Piank*), sou- 
thwestern gavats of another historical Greater-Armenian region of 
Utik‘ (Atué, Ror-Parsean and Tii), as well as the territories of gavats 
of Ałahēčk‘ and Sawdk* (reg. Siwnik'/Siunik). 
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